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NEW PARK FOR ROSEBERY 
ROAD RECREATION GROUND 

A new childrenõs playground is being 
installed on the Rosebery Road 
Recreation Ground between Beresford 
Avenue and Lansdowne Road. 
 
During Last Mayõs local election 
campaign many residents raised their 
concerns over the lack of outdoor play 
provision in the northern part of the ward. 
 
Despite the current difficult financial 
climate we have obtained funding to 
allow the installation of a new playground 
in this area. The location will make it 
ideal for the use of school children from 
the two Balfour schools. 
 
Apparatus will be aimed towards the 
younger children. Improvements will also 
be made to the current football pitches to 
accommodate both a junior pitch and a 
mini pitch. 

Trevor, Sylvia and Rupert, with a future 
user of the Rosebery Road Recreation 

Ground 

ON THE ROADS 
Following their successful requests to remove 

the unnecessary third lanes on the approaches 

to the Toys R Us roundabout, the ward 

councillors arranged for double yellow lines 

to be added to the top of Shirley Avenue in 

order to keep the left hand lane clear as 

residents exit the estate. 

 

Elsewhere, in response to resident concerns, 

restrictions were added to the key junctions 

on Arethusa Road alongside verge 

protection work funded in Barberry Avenue. 

A developer contribution of £200,000 has 

been secured for much-needed 

improvements to the Horsted gyratory. 
Cllrs Griffin and Clarke beside the new 
yellow lines at the top of Shirley Avenue  
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How to contact us  

Cllr Trevor Clarke 
19 Wemmick Close, Rochester, ME1 2DL 
Tel: 409932 
Email: trevoraclarke@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Cllr Sylvia Griffin 
12 Beaulieu Rise, Rochester, ME1 2PQ 
Tel: 404139 
Email: sylvia_brian@btinternet.com 

 

Cllr Rupert Turpin 
30 Purbeck Road, Chatham, ME4 6ED 
Tel: 305680 
Email: Rupert.turpin@gmail.com 
 
LATEST ON 
HORSTED COLLEGE 
 

ÂThe revised planning application for the Horsted 

College site was presented to the planning committee 

on 1st June. We were once again able to present to 

committee members the extensive concerns of local 

residents about this scheme. 

 

The committee took the decision to approve Phase 1. 

This includes  105 houses on the eastern slope and 

the elderly care apartment block, both of which 

generally found favour with local residents. 

 

No permission was given for the 183 flats proposed 

for the site frontage which has been the main focus of 

the campaign. This means the developers will have to 

return with a new application for the front of the site 

which is expected in the early part of 2012. 

 

The ward councillors send out occasional email 

information bulletins concerning the ward including 

updates on the Horsted College development. If you 

would like to receive these, please send an email to 

Cllr Trevor Clarke on trevoraclarke@blueyonder.co.uk 

and include your name and the road you live in. 

 

WATER PRESSURE 
 
ÂSouthern parts of the ward have suffered for many 

years from low water pressure. Indeed, many of the 

objections received to the College development 

included this issue. 

 

It is encouraging therefore to report that the local 

authority is working closely with Southern Water as 

they undertake a £14 million mains replacement 

scheme which will include a large section of the ward. 

 

Following our requests, Southern Water have confirmed 

that they will make the appropriate reinstatement and 

repair to the grass verges damaged by their heavy plant 

on the Davis Estate in the spring. 

VALE DRIVE PLAY AREA 
Early last year, the Mayor of 
Medway officially opened the 
revamped Vale Drive playground on 
the Davis Estate.   
 
Ward councillors had successfully 
bid for funding for this work and 
worked with local residents on the 
redesign of the rather tired play 
facility in order to meet the play 
needs of the parkôs regular users. 
We were delighted with the end 
result which introduced half a dozen 
modern pieces of play apparatus 
that have proved very popular to 
complement the existing items. The 
introduction of the picnic tables has 

further enhanced the experience of 
families within the park and the new 
secure bow-topped fencing has 
finished the project off nicely. We 
have also had refurbishment and 
improvement works carried out to 
the play area at Hook Meadow, 
Walderslade Road on our wardôs 
eastern boundary. 
 
We are very pleased at the level of 
investment into childrenôs play areas 
that we have been able to access 
and thank those residents whose 
views and comments have 
contributed towards this process.  

MEDWAY COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
Last Mayôs full Council elections 
saw the highest ever turnout of 
voters in Rochester South and 
Horsted with our two sitting 
Conservative councillors - Trevor 
Clarke and Sylvia Griffin - re-
elected with increased majorities 
and Rupert Turpin elected for the 
first time. We are all very grateful to 
the wardôs voters for giving us the 
privilege of representing them over 
the next four years. Across 
Medway, the Conservative-
controlled Council was re-elected 
with both an increased share of the 
vote and majority, the manifesto 
commitments to weekly bin 
collections, low council tax which is 

on average £130.00 lower than the 
rest of Kent, the return of free 
swimming for all those over 60 and 
under 11 years of age, the 
extension of the half price bus travel 
for all Medway students under the 
age of 18, the preservation of the 
9.00 am concessionary bus fares 
start time and protection for 
Capstone Valley and Rochester 
Airport being key issues for many 
residents. There was also an 
overwhelming rejection of the 
alternative vote system championed 
by the Liberal Democrats with 74% 
of Medwayôs voters saying no in the 
referendum. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR RESIDENTS 

Please give us your contact details so we can keep in touch with you about 

the issues which are important to you: 

Name 

Ã I can deliver leaflets in my road 

Ã I would like to join the Conservative party 
 

Please return to: 

RS&H Conservatives, 

FREEPOST RSLZ-YKHA-YEUG 

OBCU Club, 13-15 High St, Brompton, 

Gillingham, ME7 5AA 

Or email trevoraclarke@blueyonder.co.uk 

How we use your information  

The data you provide will be retained by the Conservative Party and Rochester and Strood (òthe data 

holdersó) in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 and related legislation. 

By providing your data to us, you are consenting to the data holders making contact with you in the 

future by telephone, text or other means, even though you may be registered with the Telephone 

Preference Service. Your data will not be sold or given to anyone not connected to the Conservative 

Party. If you do not want the information you give to us to be used in this way, or for us to contact you, 

please indicate by ticking the relevant boxes: Post Ã Email Ã SMS Ã Phone Ã  

Email 

Address 

CAN YOU HELP? 
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If you have a problem or concern call us on Medway 305680, 404139 or 409932  intouch  

Cllr Trevor ClarkeCllr Trevor Clarke   Cllr Sylvia GriffinCllr Sylvia Griffin   Cllr Rupert TurpinCllr Rupert Turpin   

Working hard for Working hard for 

Rochester South Rochester South 

and Horstedand Horsted   

Your Feedback 

mailto:trevoraclarke@blueyonder.co.uk


intouch  with Rochester South and Horsted  If you have a problem or concern, call us: Rupert on 305680, Sylvia on 404139 or Trevor on 409932 

If youõd like to let us know about your organisation or an event in the 
ward please get in touch using the contact details overleaf... 

Friends of Horsted Valley 

Sylvia and Trevor recently attended the AGM 

of the Friends of Horsted Valley - an 

organisation that they have supported with 

their ward funds. The Friends of Horsted 

Valley are working to preserve and enhance the 

natural environment of the Horsted Valley, the 

area of green fields which runs from Davis 

Estate to Luton. They are keen on attracting 

new members. Anyone interested in joining 

should contact: The Secretary FHV, 30 Horsted 

Way, Rochester, ME1 2XY. Email: 

horsted.valley@gmail.com . The ward 

councillors are all members of the FHV and 

Sylvia has also joined the Committee of the 

Medway Urban Parks and Green Spaces Forum. 

�.�H�H�S���W�U�D�F�N���R�I���Z�K�D�W���Z�H�·�U�H��
doing for you...

To keep you informed with the latest 

news from the ward on developments 

such as on the Horsted College site, 

please visit; 

www.rshconservatives.org.uk  

Around the ward,
Around the ward,  

in our community
in our community  

Â Supporting Local Organisations The ward councillors very much recognise the role of volunteers from within our community who give so much of their time for the benefit of others and it has been our privilege to support many of them in the vital work they do. Amongst them are the Guides, Brownies and Rainbows who currently have a need for more volunteers. If anyone is interested in hearing more about this, please get in touch and we will pass on your details to the local leadership team.  
Above: Sylvia presents a grant cheque to the Horsted Infants PTA.  

Â KEEPING OUR PAVEMENTS SAFE 

 

With the cold weather upon us and having 

endured two cold winters, a common concern 

for many residents is the availability of salt 

bins. We have used our ward funds to secure 

new bins in Wyles Road, Huntsmans Close and 

Wyndham Road. 

 
 

SUPPORTING ROCHESTER SOUTH AND HORSTED CONSERVATIVES 
 

As a ward association we engage in a wide range of activities, 

many of which are based around the ward. We have a regular 

newsletter, and in recent years we have organised coach trips from 

the ward to France and Belgium, and 

have an have an annual river cruise on 

the Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle. 

 

We recently held an airport day at 

Rochester Airport to showcase the  

airport to visitors from inside the ward 

and further afield. This included a  

barbeque, sightseeing flights over Rochester and Chatham, and a 

tour of the Medway Aircraft Preservation Society based at the 

airport. 

 

If you would like to be included on our 

supporters list and be kept informed of 

our forthcoming events, please email 

our ward chairman:  

peter.robinson@blueyonder.co.uk or  

contact any of our councillors. 

GARDENING COMPETITION 

While going about our duties across the ward helping 

our residents, we have often observed many of the 

beautiful gardens around the ward and how they im-

prove the environment for all of us. To recognise the 

efforts made by the wardõs many keen gardeners, 

Rupert organised an informal Rochester South and 

Horsted Gardening Competition. 

The prizes of a number of gift vouchers generously 

donated by Homebase store in Horsted Retail Park 

were awarded to: Mr and Mrs Cooper, Mr Khan 

Lodhi, Mr and Mrs Chapman, and Mrs Haughey.  

Highly commended were: Mr and Mrs Hellyer, Mr and 

Mrs Munn, and Mrs Flannery. 

To continue to acknowledge the work done by our 

gardeners, this competition will now be an annual 

event. Nominations for the 2012 competition which 

will be held in the Spring should be sent to Rupert.  

Â Neighbourhood Watch 
Ward councillors have provided 
funding to assist with the setting up 
of new Neighbourhood Watches in 
Rochester South and Horsted and 
several have successfully started in 
2011. There are a number of 
benefits of being in a 
neighbourhood watch area 
including often a discount on home 
insurance premiums. We work 
closely with John Haddaway from 
the Medway NHWA (seen here 
receiving a cheque from us). Please 
contact us if you would like further 
information.  

Â New Verge Protection 

Trevor and Sylvia inspect 

newly installed bollards on 

Barberry Avenue. Verge 

damage from vehicles is a 

major problem in parts of 

the ward and with the 

pressure on parking 

spaces, not an easy one to 

resolve. We have funded a 

trial scheme in part of 

Barberry Avenue using 

more aesthetically pleasing 

reflective wooden bollards.  

Â Supporting Our Voluntary Groups 

Rochester South and Horsted has a wide 

range of charities and voluntary groups 

who do so much to serve the needs of 

others. We are able to help publicise and 

support these through direct ward 

grants  and have been able to provide 

funding towards youth outreach work of 

the local churches and the MAGIC autism, 

Fibromyalgia and MS Drop -in Centre 

charities, all of which are both based in the 

ward and run by ward residents. Above: 

Sylvia and Rupert present a grant cheque 
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Â Tackling Anti-Social Behaviour The ward councillors are currently looking at funding and consulting on a number of alley -gating schemes in the Chatham part of the ward to deal with historic issues of anti -social behaviour and insecure access. Here, Councillor Sylvia Griffin inspects alley gates recently installed at our request in Horsted Avenue.  

Rupert and a keen young gardener congratulate Mr and Mrs 
Cooper, the overall winners of the gardening competition  

Â Friendship Garden Sylvia and Trevor formally opened the new Friendship Garden at Horsted School, part funded by way of a grant from their ward fund.  

Â Supporting Local Youth 

Trevor presenting the prizes at 

the superbly run Medway -wide 

Scouts six -a-side tournament 

organised by our local Scout 

groups and held on the Horsted 

School playing field with 

hundreds of youngsters battling 

it out for the honours.  


